
 
August 18, 2016  
 
Dear Parents of incoming 7th Graders, 
 
Well, it’s hard to believe, but it’s almost time for the new school year to begin.  It seems like the summer just began…. 
 
As your students begin their new challenges in the 7th grade, we’d like to share with you some exciting news about our 7th 
Grade Confirmation Program for our students and their parents here at Good Shepherd.  Confirmation is the time we set 
aside for our youth as they reach the age when they can make decisions for themselves regarding faith and church 
membership.  The Confirmation class is designed to teach them about Christian faith and to ready them for an adult 
expression of their faith in Jesus Christ.  In an effort to provide an exciting, enjoyable, meaningful, and in-depth program, 
the Confirmation Program will encompass the entire 7th grade school year.  This provides us with a comfortable pace for 
our study, as well as additional opportunities for fun, fellowship, and service. 
 
This year, we will kick off our program with an Orientation Meeting (where all 7th grade youth AND their parents are 
asked to attend) on Sunday, September 11th upstairs in the Youth Room during the 9:15am Sunday school hour.  We will 
begin regular classes on September 18th during the 9:15–10:15am hour in rooms C230/232.  Following class, all youth and 
adults are encouraged to attend our 10:45am worship service (a Jr High only worship service will be held in the Youth 
Room from 10:45am–11:45am).   Additional details will be available during the September 11th Orientation Meeting.   
In the meantime, we would like to ask that you please go to www.goodchurch.us/ministries/youth, print and fill out the 
Registration form and bring it with you to the orientation meeting, or return it to the church office (ATTN: Confirmation 
Class of 2017).   
 
In addition to our 7th Grade Confirmation Program, we are excited to once again have an Adult Class that will be offered 
to the parents of our Confirmation students.  This class will also meet during the 9:15am Sunday school hour (more details 
to come during the Orientation Meeting).  The purpose for this class is three-fold.  First, this class is designed to give 
parents an opportunity to study the exact same material that their 7th grade student will be studying in Confirmation.  The 
goal is to allow you – as a parent and as the primary spiritual influence on your youth – to be informed, equipped, and 
encouraged to walk side by side with your youth during this very significant time in his or her life.  Second, your 
participation in this class would provide you with an opportunity to share in community, support, encouragement and 
fellowship with other adults sharing a common bond (i.e. parent to a 7th grader!).  And finally, it is our goal that this Adult 
Class will provide you with the opportunity to continue to grow in your own spiritual journey as you draw closer to 
Christ.  This class is open to all parents of Confirmation students and will commence with the above referenced 
Orientation Meeting on September 11th (with the first class following on September 18th).  Please see the FOR 
PARENTS section of the online Registration form if you would like to be a part of this exciting – and important - class. 
 
We look forward with great anticipation to the new Confirmation Class of 2017.  We have a wonderful group of 7th 
graders that have so much to offer to each other and to our church as they grow in their faith and in their relationship with 
Christ.  Please pray for these awesome youth, their parents, the class leaders, and our entire Confirmation Program (both 
youth and adult) as we begin this very special journey.  And finally, pass the word!  We are trying to get this letter to all 
of our 7th graders, but in a church our size it is often possible to “miss” someone.  We want everyone – both youth and 
adults - to have the opportunity to enjoy this important time. 
 
In Christ, 
 
 
 
Jeff Dunbar, Director of Student Ministries    Heather Turquette, Jr. High Youth Director  
Good Shepherd United Methodist Church    Good Shepherd United Methodist Church 
20155 Cypresswood Drive      20155 Cypresswood Drive 
Cypress, TX  77433       Cypress, TX 77433 
jeffd@goodchurch.us          heathert@goodchurch.us 


